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#WorldTeachersDay

YOUNG TEACHERS,
THE FUTURE OF THE PROFESSION



World Teacher’s Day October 5th 2019 
 

World Teachers’ Day will celebrate teachers with the theme, “Young Teachers: The future of the 

Profession.” The day provides the occasion to celebrate the teaching profession worldwide, to 

take stock of achievements, and to address some of the issues central for attracting and keeping 

the brightest minds and young talents in the profession. 

 
As World Teacher’s Day approaches on October 5th, I am reminded of those who had a 

major influence on my life. First was Mrs. Hartley a teacher at Queen Alexandria Solarium – a 
children’s hospital in Victoria where I spent Grades 4-6, in a multi-grade classroom with her. 
Mrs. Hartley always kept our dreams of getting better, and in believing in ourselves alive. 
Imparting that sense of hope is something I always carry with me now, and my belief in myself 
has always remained strong. 

Next came Mrs. Russell my English 11 teacher, a teacher who inspired all who had the 
fortune to be taught by her. For me she inspired the creative side that lay dormant through my 
early years. Even today, as I write and compose things I have her to thank. 

Mr. Dowling my senior Biology teacher drew out my love of nature, inspiring me to go 
on to a degree in Biology at university, and ultimately following in his footsteps as a Biology 
teacher. His experiential approach to learning is something I have carried with me my entire 
career, an approach that allowed me to carry on his legacy of inspiring others to pursue science 
as a passion. As a result, I was fortunate to play a small part in the careers of several doctors, 
nurses, forestry and fisheries folk, all who have gone on to successful lives. 

I have been fortunate in my journey, as I have many others as teachers and colleagues I 
could speak about, my grandfather, my parents, my wife, my friends and my children. I think 
though, the real message is that I believe we all have teachers to thank, some formal and 
others informal.  

As a teacher you make a difference- it has been said “A good teacher is like a candle – it 
consumes itself to light the way for others. It is often a thankless job, but you need to know 
that as teachers the difference you make in the lives of the students under your care, will be 
carried by them for always, just as the examples I gave you of the impact they made on me. 

So once again thank you, and on this World Teacher’s Day October 5th 2019, pause, 
reflect and if you can, thank those who made a difference to you.  

 
Joe Rhodes 
Superintendent 


