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21 August 2020 
 
Dear families, 
 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to those of you who provided feedback about our return 
to school and in-class instruction. The education and well-being of our children is the central 
concern of the district, and our focus and care is for the academic success and the social-
emotional wellness of your children. We are also keenly aware of the need to protect the health 
and safety of our community. After careful consideration, and based on the guidance and safety 
measures provided by WorkSafe BC, Public Health (provincial and local), British Columbia’s 
Centre for Disease Control, the Ministry of Education and the Nisga’a Emergency Operations 
Committee, we have developed a plan for a gradual and cautious return to the classroom.  
 
Students will begin to return to school starting the week of September 14. The first two weeks 
will focus on orientation and the implementation of safety procedures. There are a number of 
practices (hand hygiene, respiratory health, and social distancing) that students will need to adopt 
in order to take care of themselves and others while at school. The first stage of our return will be 
about learning and implementing these practices, as well as introducing children to their 
educational program. Once students are comfortable with school safety practices and the new 
structure of school, we will move to a learning program that is 50% in-class instruction and 50% 
self-directed. The details of your child’s program will be provided by your child’s school by 
September 1. 
 
School plans align with our district Response Plan (posted on the school website) and include 
more specific information about what your child’s day and educational program will look like.  
I encourage you to stay in close communication with your child’s teacher and principal as we 
transition back to school, they will be able to offer guidance and support and answer any 
questions you might have. Maintaining open communication and a positive relationship between 
home and school will contribute to your child’s success. 
 
COVID-19 has shown us how quickly things can change. Though we have plans in place for a 
return to school, we understand the need to be responsive if things change. The district will be in 
regular communication with Northern Health and the Nisga’a Valley Health Authority to ensure 
continued safe operation. Should there be changes to our local health situation, we will be able to 
respond quickly and make adjustments that ensure continuity of learning while protecting 
physical health and well-being. 
 
There is a lot of information in the media; it can be overwhelming and induce fear and anxiety. I 
ask that you focus on the facts available for our local context. If you have questions or concerns, 



please reach out to us - anytime. Communication is key. We need to work together as a 
community for the benefit of our children’s education and the health of everyone. We have a 
responsibility to ourselves and each other to, consistently and calmly, follow safety guidelines. 
There will inevitably be challenges, but if we work together, I am confident that we will find 
solutions. As we return to school and navigate the exceptionality of our circumstances, we each 
need to do our part, with kindness and compassion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jill Jensen 
Superintendent 
Nisga’a School District #92 
 


